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Abstract:

The fact that health and disease are products of a complex interaction of factors has long been recognized
in public health circles. More recently, the term 'ecological public health' has been used to characterize an
era underpinned by the paradigm that, when it comes to health and well-being, 'everything matters'. The
challenge for policy makers is one of navigating this complexity to deliver better health and greater equality
in health. Recent work in Scotland has been concerned to develop a strategic approach to environment and
health. This seeks to embrace complexity within that agenda and recognize a more subtle relationship
between health and place but remain practical and relevant to a more traditional hazard-focused
environmental health approach. The Good Places, Better Health initiative is underpinned by a new
problem-framing approach using a conceptual model developed for that purpose. This requires
consideration of a wider social, behavioural etc, context. The approach is also used to configure the core
systems of the strategy which gather relevant intelligence, subject it to a process of evaluation and direct its
outputs to a broad policy constituency extending beyond health and environment. This paper highlights that
an approach, conceived and developed to deliver better health and greater equality in health through action
on physical environment, also speaks to a wider public health agenda. Specifically it offers a way to help
bridge a gap between paradigm and policy in public health. The author considers that with development, a
systems-based approach with close attention to problem-framing/situational modelling may prove useful in
orchestrating what is a necessarily complex policy response to mitigate and adapt to climate change.
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Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed
Policymaker

Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
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Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: @

resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Global or Unspecified

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation, Mitigation

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion, Research Article

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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